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Claims Nos.: 1-22,37-41,89,95,06,110,159-211; 23-36, 42-88, 90-94, 
97-109, 111-158 (IN PART) 

In view of the large number and also the wording of the claims presently 
on file, it is it difficult, if not impossible, to determine the exact 
subject matter for which protection is sought. 

The initial phase of the search revealed a very large number of documents 
relevant to the Issue of novelty for the subject matter of microarrays 
comprising at least 500 different probes per cm2. So many documents were 
retrieved that it is impossible to determine which parts of the claims 
may be said to define subject-matter for which protection might 
legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT). For these reasons, a meaningful 
search over the whole breadth of the claims is impossible. 

Moreover, present claims 1-211 relate to an extremely large number of 
possible'arrays, methods of forming arrays, devices for forming the 
arrays methods of fabricating the devices for making the arrays, methods 
of using the arrays and light and fluid conducting capillaries. In fact, 
the claims contain so many options, variables, and possible permutations 
that a lack of clarity and/or conciseness within the meaning of Article 6 
PCT arises to such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the 
claims Impossible. 

The present therefore application fails to comply with the clarity and 
conciseness requirements of Article 6 PCT (see also Rule 6, 1(a) PCT) to 
such an extent that a meaningful search is impossible. Consequently, the 
search has been carried out for those parts of the application which do 
appear to be clear and concise, namely 

r A print system and a method for forming microarrays, which system 
comprises a print head formed from a bundle of light conducting, hollow 
capillaries, the capillaries being in fluid communication at their distal 
ends with a plurality of reservoirs , and their proximal ends being 
adapted for depositing fluids on a support surface, wherein the proximal 
and distal ends of the capillaries are coated with electrically 
conductive material, and which system also comprises a voltage source for 
moving fluid through the capillaries. 

II- The method comprises passing fluid through the capillaries by means 
of a voltage potential between the distal and the proximal ends thereof, 
thereby depositing fluids in an array on a solid support surface. 

Consequently, the search has been restricted to those parts of claims 
23-36, 42-88, 90-94, 97-109 and 111-158 which relate to the subject 
matter referred to in (I) and (ID above. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
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policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which 

has not been searched. This Is the case irrespective of whether or not 
the claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during 
any Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the 

regional phase before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search 
may be carried out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline 
C-VI, 8.5), should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) 
declaration be overcome. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to Inventions in respect of which no international 
search 'report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
Is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

iformation on patent family members 



Inter Nonal Application No 

PCi/US 01/05695 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent (amily 




Publication 


cited in search report 




date 








date 


WU UUUi/!70 


A 


13-01-2000 


AU 


4861099 


A 


24-01-2000 






CN 


1315913 


T 


03-10-2001 






EP 


1129008 


A2 


05-09-2001 






WO 


0001798 


A2 


13-01-2000 




A 


15-09-1998 


AT 


180570 


T 


15-06-1999 






AU 


709276 


B2 


26-08-1999 






AU 


2862995 


A 


15-01-1996 






CA 


2192095 


Al 


28-12-1995 






DE 


69509925 


Dl 


01-07-1999 






DE 


69509925 


12 


09-12-1999 






DK 


804731 


T3 


08-11-1999 






EP 


0804731 


Al 


05-11-1997 






EP 


0913485 


Al 


06-05-1999 






ES 


2134481 


T3 


01-10-1999 






6R 


3030430 


T3 


30-09-1999 






JP 


10503841 


T 


07-04-1998 






US 


6110426 


A 


29-08-2000 






WO 


9535505 


Al 


28-12-1995 



UO 9855593 


A 


10-12-1998 


US 


5919626 A 


06-07-1999 








AU 


7726098 A 


21-12-1998 








EP 


0996705 Al 


03-05-2000 








UO 


9855593 Al 


10-12-1998 








US 


6136962 A 


24-10-2000 


WO 9940434 


A 


12-08-1999 


AU 


2583899 A 


23-08-1999 








EP 


1060395 Al 


20-12-2000 








WO 


9940434 Al 


12-08-1999 


US 5690894 


A 


25-11-1997 


US 


6146593 A 


14-11-2000 


UO 0001859 


A 


13-01-2000 


us 


6235473 81 


22-05-2001 






AU 


4855999 A 


24-01-2000 








WO 


0001859 A2 


13-01-2000 



UO 9955461 


A 


04- 


-11- 


•1999 


EP 


0955084 Al 


10-11-1999 










AU 


3552499 A 


16-11-1999 












AU 


3760499 A 


16-11-1999 












CN 


1311717 T 


05-09-2001 












EP 


1075327 Al 


14-02-2001 












UO 


9955460 Al 


04-11-1999 












wo 


9955461 Al 


04-11-1999 


UO 9829736 


A 


09- 


-07- 


■1998 


AU 


6646398 A 


31-07-1998 












EP 


0990142 Al 


05-04-2000 












JP 


2001510339 T 


31-07-2001 












US 


6083763 A 


04-07-2000 












UO 


9829736 Al 


09-07-1998 


US 5630925 


A 


20- 


-05- 


-1997 


AU 


6543696 A 


10-02-1997 












EP 


0838029 Al 


29-04-1998 












JP 


11509625 T 


24-08-1999 












UO 


9703352 Al 


30-01-1997 



Form PCT/lSA/210 {pateni lamily amex I (July 1992) 



